 FLORIDA

FUTURE SCIENTISTS Grade 6, Curriculum
How the curriculum aligns with the Grade 6 Learning Objectives:

Florida (Sunshine) State 6th grade Standards

Knowledge and skills are developed throughout the year of involvement in the program.  The focus is on conducting research on the Corn Earworm, Helicoverpa zea (Boddie) and then presenting that research at the end of the school year back at the USDA/ARS Research Laboratory where the teacher attended a Future Scientists summer institute.

All of the following 6th grade Florida Benchmark scientific skills are covered:
	SC.6.N.1.1
Define a problem from the sixth grade curriculum, use appropriate reference materials to support scientific understanding, plan and carry out scientific investigation of various types, such as systematic observations or experiments, identify variables, collect and organize data, interpret data in charts, tables, and graphics, analyze information, make predictions, and defend conclusions.

	SC.6.N.1.2
Explain why scientific investigations should be replicable.

	SC.6.N.1.3
Explain the difference between an experiment and other types of scientific investigation, and explain the relative benefits and limitations of each..

	SC.6.N.1.4
Discuss, compare, and negotiate methods used, results obtained, and explanations among groups of students conducting the same investigation.

	SC.6.N.1.5
Recognize that science involves creativity, not just in designing experiments, but also in creating explanations that fit evidence.

	SC.6.N.2.1

	Distinguish science from other activities involving thought. 


	Sample student research projects are available at the Future Scientist web site:

http://www.hsi.usda.gov/CornEarWorm/main.htm



